






Area Guide



ONE PIECE Kumamoto Revival Project

Following this message, a collaboration between the manga ONE PIECE and 
Kumamoto Prefecture, named the "ONE PIECE Kumamoto Revival Project," was 
launched to serve as a "driving force" for recovery efforts in Kumamoto. In 2018, 
Eiichiro Oda received the Kumamoto Prefectural Honor Award as a tribute to his 
achievements as a manga artist and his significant support for the reconstruction 
efforts. A statue of Luffy was installed on the Kumamoto Prefectural Office 
Promenade as a symbol of recovery. Starting from 2019, statues of the Straw Hat 
Pirates were installed in nine municipalities in the prefecture, over a period of four 
years, creating the narrative of "The Straw Hat Pirates 'Hino Kuni Reconstruction 
Arc'."  Even now, the prefecture is still implementing various related projects.

The Kumamoto earthquake occurred in April 2016. On April 17, immediately 
after the earthquake, We received a heartwarming message from Mr. Eiichiro 
Oda, a manga artist from Kumamoto Prefecture, saying that he would definitely 
come and help us.
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The "ONE PIECE Kumamoto Revival Project" 
begins in 2016 to support recovery efforts 
following the Kumamoto earthquake. 
Initiatives such as the Kumamoto Castle 
Reconstruction Project in Kumamoto City, 
the Furusato Nozei (hometown tax system) 
return gifts in Mashiki Town, and stamp 
rallies with limited edition goods in 
Takamori Town, Yunomae Town, and 
Kamiamakusa City are implemented.

A message and a small gift from 
"Weekly Shonen Jump" and Mr. 
Oda are distributed to the coming 
of age ceremony participants (20 
year olds). In addition, a wrapped 
school bus is gifted by local 
contributors in Mashiki Town.

Reconstruction support begins 
with an original key visual!

The installation of the Straw Hat Pirates statues starts. It begins with the statues of Sanji 
and Usopp in December 2019, and ends with the statue of Jinbe in July 2022. Statues are 
installed in 9 municipalities in the prefecture over 4 years.

A collaboration project is launched matching the resumption of operations between 
Higo-Ozu and Aso on the JR Hohi Main Line, and a digital stamp rally is organized at the 
sites of the 6 bronze statues installed by November 2020.

The illustration drawn by Mr. Oda of the Kumamoto adventure and the illustrated ceramic 
board donated to the Kumamoto Revival Project are completed and installed inside the 
shopping center facing Kumamoto Station.

"The Straw Hat Pirates 'Hino Kuni' Reconstruction Arc" Starts!

Installation of Straw Hat Pirates statues one after the other!
A digital stamp rally starts!

The ceramic plaque of the "ONE PIECE Kumamoto Revival 
Project" is completed & unveiled at Amu Plaza Kumamoto!

The Straw Hat Pirates make their appearance as World 
Collectible Figures, the prized miniatures. In addition, a new 
production associating ONE PIECE and "Seiwa Bunraku," the 
important intangible cultural property of Kumamoto Prefecture, 
is performed.

The statues of the Straw Hat Pirates 
as mini figures!

To celebrate this, a wrapped 
train, the “Thousand Sunny” is 
launched on July 22nd, and it is 
still in operation. In addition, AR 
photo events are held at Tateno 
Station, Takamori Station, and 
spots around its statue before 
the full re-opening of the line.

The entire Minamiaso Railway is restored!
Thousand Sunny train departs!

A collaboration for the "coming of age" of ONE PIECE 
(20th anniversary of serialization)!

In April, Mr. Oda receives the Kumamoto Prefectural 
Honour Award. It is later revealed in the comments section 
of the "Weekly Shonen Jump" (January 22, 2019) that Mr. 
Oda himself was present at the unveiling ceremony of 
Luffy's statue in November.

Mr. Eiichiro Oda reiceives the Kumamoto Prefectural Honour Award for 
his significant support to recovery efforts!
Installation of Luffy's statue!

▲A blanket from the hometown tax return gifts in 
　Mashiki Town, which suffered particularly heavy damage.

▲A message and clear file from Mr. Oda

▲Operating on fixed dates (page 40), be careful!

▲Please check the 
　purchase locations of the 
　mini figures page 70

▲Hiroyasu Nishi Elementary 
　school wrapped school bus

▲Comment upon receiving 
　the Prefectural Honor Award

▲A recent illustration of Jinbe, 
　which was secret until its reveal

▲Illustrations are drawn on the front and 
　back of the ceramic plaque

▲On the day of the unveiling ceremony, 
　many people gathered under clear skies.

▲Unveiling in conjunction 
　with the opening in 2021
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Access 
Guide
Let's estimate the time needed between 
each statue and create a route.

Check the distance between each statue!
Time required between each bronze statue ※For those using a car (estimate)

Chopper
10min（30min on foot）

Sanji
30min
20min
20min

Brook
30min
25min

Jinbe
50min
40min
45min
50min

Zoro
40min
40min
40min
30min
65min

Nami
40min
40min
40min
25min
65min
20min

Robin
55min
55min
55min
40min
80min
25min
25min

Usopp
65min
65min
65min
50min
90min
30min
40min
20min

Franky
70min
70min
65min
50min
90min
40min
30min
30min
40min

Luffy
Chopper
Brook
Sanji
Jinbe
Zoro
Nami
Robin
Usopp

(about 2.6km)(about 2.6km)

Chopper's statueChopper's statue
30 minutes on foot

(about 12km)(about 12km)

Brook's statueBrook's statue
30 minutes by car

(about 20km)(about 20km)

'sZoro's statue
40 minutes by car

(about 21km)(about 21km)

Nami's statueNami's statue
40 minutes by car

(about 32km)(about 32km)

Robin's statueRobin's statue
55 minutes by car

(about 43km)(about 43km)

Usopp's statueUsopp's statue
65 minutes by car

(about 44km)(about 44km)

Franky's statueFranky's statue
70 minutes by car

(about 10km)(about 10km)

Sanji's statueSanji's statue
30 minutes by car

(about 23km)(about 23km)

Jinbe's statueJinbe's statue
50 minutes by car



Transfer again at Tateno Station and get 
off at the closest station to Zoro's statue, 
Higo-Ozu Station (page 50). From there, 
it's a 10 minutes walk to the statue.

Zoro's Imokenpi ("secret 
potato sword") can be 
purchased at the michinoeki 
Ozu, which is located 7 
m i n u t e s  away  f r om  
Higo-Ozu Station by car.

At Tateno Station, transfer to 
Minamiaso Railway and go to 
Takamori Station where the 
statue of Franky (page 44) is 
waiting. If the time is right, 
maybe you could ride the 
"Thousand Sunny" train!?

More than 100 manga artists' signed 
cards and a support message from Mr. 
Oda are displayed in the station building.

If you use the limited express, 
it takes about 1 hour and 20 
minutes from Kumamoto 
Station to Aso Station. When 
you arrive, have an early 
lunch at the neighbouring 
"Roadside Station Aso"

When you leave the station, the statue of 
Usopp stands right in front of you (page 
42). Start the statue tour from here!

Let's enjoy the train ride while 
visiting the statues and other 
tourist attractions!

【Day1】【Day1】

From 
Kumamoto Station

JR

JR

JR・
Minamiaso 
Railway

Minamiaso 
Railway・JR

Aso Station. 
Take pictures of 
Usopp's statue.
Lunch & shopping at 
Roadside Station Aso

Travel using public 
transportation

Take a picture of 
Franky's statue & 
Mr. Oda's Autograph 
card!

By train for 2 days and 1 nightBy train for 2 days and 1 night

Higo-Ozu Station.
Take a picture of the 
Zoro's statue & get a 
souvenir!

Stay in Kumamoto City

Return trip from 
Kumamoto Station

Takamori Yusui
Tunnel Park

Takamori Town

Kumamoto City
Sakura no Baba Josaien

Aso City
Michinoeki 
(Roadside Station) 
Aso

Inside the 2055-metre-long 
tunnel, you can see spring 
wate r  foun ta ins  and  
waterfall-like exhibitions.

This spot is designed like a castle town 
of old.You can you enjoy local food, buy 
souvenirs, and learn about the history of 
Kumamoto Castle in the museum.

Kumamoto City 
Zoological and 
Botanical Gardens

Kumamoto City 
Amu Plaza 
Kumamoto

From the entrance of Zoological and 
Botanical Gardens, there is a train 
every 7 to 8 minutes in front to the 
municipal gymnasium (Shiritsutaiiku-
kan mae), which is nearby the statue 
of Luffy (page 22).

Chopper’s statue (page 24) is in front of the entrance 
of "Kumamoto City Zoological and Botanical Gardens". 
Let's take a picture together before entering the park 
or on the way home.

Suizenji Garden 
("Jojuen") (page 
34), built by the 
Hosokawa family, 
the lord of the 
domain at the time, 
is designated as a 
national heritage 
and historic site.

Kumamoto 
City Tram

Kumamoto 
City Tram

Kumamoto 
City Tram

You can see elephants 
and giraffes in the 
animals zone. There is 
also a plants zone and 
and amusement area.

【Day2】【Day2】

Kumamoto Castle
Castle visit & 
lunch at Sakura no 
Baba Josaien. 

Zoological and 
Botanical Gardens 
Entrance tram stop
Take pictures of 
Chopper's statue 
and visit the Zoo. 

Return to
Kumamoto Station

Shiritsutaiikukan mae 
tram stop
Take pictures of 
Luffy's statue, and walk 
around Suizenji garden.

A large shopping complex 
near Kumamoto JR Station. A 
"ONE PIECE" ceramic plaque 
is hung on the 1st floor, and 
the "ONE PIECE Mugiwara 
Store" is on the 6th floor.

Visit Kumamoto Castle (page 32) using 
the "special walkway" and the newly 
restored main keep.

Nearby tourist 
attractions
Nearby tourist 
attractions

Nearby tourist 
attractions
Nearby tourist 
attractions

3-15-26 Kasuga, Nishi-ku, Kumamoto City
096-206-2800　　It depends on the facility. Open every day
Close to JR Kumamoto Station　　Available

Kengun, Higashi-ku, Kumamoto City 5-14-2
096-368-4416　　9:00～17:00（Admission is until 16:30.）
Closed Monday ※The park is open on the 4th Monday of the month 
(if it is a national holiday, it will be closed on the next weekday)
¥500　　10 minutes on foot from the entrance of the city tram 
stop for the zoo and botanical garden　　Available

Ninomaru, Chuo Ward, Kumamoto City 1-1
096-288-5600（Wakuwakuza）、
096-288-5577（Sakura no Aji）
Depends on the facility.
7 minutes on foot from
Kumamoto Castle and City Hall　　Available

Takamori, Takamori, Aso county1034-2
0967-62-3331（Takamori Town Hall）
9:00～18:00（From November 
to March, until 17:00）
Closed Monday(open if it is a national holiday)
Free of charge
Minamiaso Railway
10 minutes on foot from Takamori Station
Available

Kurokawa, Aso City 
1440 -1
0967-35-5088
9:00～18:00　
Open every day
Just a short walk from 
JR Aso Station
Available

Nearby tourist 
attractions
Nearby tourist 
attractions

Nearby tourist 
attractions
Nearby tourist 
attractions

Nearby tourist 
attractions
Nearby tourist 
attractions



In the park where the Zoro's statue (page 
50) is located, there is also an "Imo-kun" 
statue promoting Ozu Town's specialty, 
Karaimo (spicy sweet potatoes).

Robin's statue is installed in front 
of the former Tokai University Aso 
campus, which was left damaged 
by the earthquake (page 48).

The "Shin-Aso Bridge" (page 56) connecting 
Kumamoto City and Aso is also a symbol of 
Kumamoto's reconstruction!

After taking a picture of the Usopp's 
statue (page 42), go to "Roadside Station 
Aso" (page 14)

Jinbe's statue (page 26) is along 
the coast, facing the  "Nagabeta 
Seabed Road”!

Brook's statue is in the dinosaur 
park, where temporary emergency 
housing used to be (page 28).

Sanji’s statue (page 30) is located 
in a corner of the general sports 
park in Mashiki Town.

From Kumamoto Station, 
first head to Luffy's statue 
(page 22). There are 54 
ginkgo trees along the 
promenade to symbolize 
the 540,000 koku of 
Higo (feudal Japan fief 
measurement). 

Rent a car at Kumamoto Station and 
visit the statues. If you have the time, 
visit the nearby sightseeing spots!

Visit the 
10 bronze statues 
in 2 days.

By car for 2 days and 1 nightBy car for 2 days and 1 night

Return trip from 
Kumamoto Station

Chopper's statue (page 24) greeting visitors 
at the entrance of "Kumamoto City Zoological 
and Botanical Gardens" (page 15).

The statue of Franky (page 44) 
installed at Takamori Station can 
be visited without using the train.

Nami's statue (page 46) is on the lawn 
in front of the temporary Parking lot, 
on the left when looking at "Tawaraya-
ma Exchange Centre Moe no Sato."

"Kusasenri gahama" 
w i th  i t s  idy l l i c  
scenery and horses 
wa l k i n g  i n  t h e  
grasslands (page 
53)

The flag of the Straw Hat 
Pirates on a street lamp of the 
prefectural office promenade.

After seeing the statue of Robin, visit the 
museum (page 56) on the same site

From Kumamoto Station

Take pictures of 
Luffy's statue

From Kumamoto City

Take pictures of 
Chopper's statue

Take pictures of 
Sanji's statue and 
have lunch at 
Mashikirari

Take pictures of 
Zoro's statue

Go to Robin's statue 
via the Shin-Aso 
Bridge. 
After taking pictures 
of the statue, visit the 
Kumamoto Earthquake 
Museum "KIOKU"

After worshipping 
at Aso Shrine, 
enjoy lunch at 
Monzencho 
Shopping Street

Visit Nami's statue

Return to
Kumamoto Station

After visiting the 
statue of Usopp, 
you can go to 
Kusasenri and to 
the statue of Franky.

Take pictures of 
Brook's statue

Take pictures of 
Jinbe's statue

Stay in Kumamoto City

Monzen-machi shopping 
street is near Aso Shrine

It is the head shrine of 
500 other Aso shrines 
nationwide. The main 
gate, which is the 
largest in Kyushu is a 
must-see.

The main shrine 
was reconstruct-
ed, while the 
huge stones that fell during the Kumamoto 
earthquake were left untouched. This allows 
visitors to physically sense the scale of the 
damage caused by the earthquake. (page 57)

Ozu Town
Seta Shrine

Aso City
Aso Shrine

A lake divided in two, 
upper and lower Lake Ezu. 
A relaxing place for locals 
where they can enjoy 
plants and wild birds.

A two-story complex built 
with earthquake-resistant 
containers. Events are also 
held here.

A bridge with a three- 
dimensional horn artwork 
on the main pillar.  I think 
I can hear music even 
now...

A scenic spot where you 
can see the beautiful sand 
curves created by the 
Ariake Sea and the wind.

3083-1 Miyaji, 
Ichinomiya machi, Aso City
Free to visit
Free of charge
15-minute walk from JR Miyaji Station
Available

935-1 Hiroki, Higashi-ku, 
Kumamoto City
Free to visit
Free of charge
5 minutes on foot from 
Hatcho Baba on the city tram
Available

1505-1 Oaza Soryo, Mashiki, 
Kamimashiki county
　 It depends on the store.
Get off at Sanko Bus 
Soryo
Available

Takigawa, Mifune, 
Kamimashiki county
Free to visit
Free of charge
Kumamoto Bus, 
get off at Imajo
None

Shimoamida, Uto City
Free to visit
Free of charge
15-minute walk from 
JR Tsunada Station
Available

About 6km/
about 20min

About 20km/
about 45min

About 12km/
about 20min About 5km/

about 10min

About 13km/about 20min

About 20km/about 30min

About 18.2km/
about 30min

About 4.6km/
about 10min

About 23km/
about 30min

About 25km/
about 50min

About 2.6km/
about 10min

About 8km/
about 20min

About 10km/
about 20min

About 26.7km/
about 42min

About 22.2km/
about 44min

【Day1】【Day1】

Kumamoto City 
Lake Ezu

Mifune Town
Melody Bridge

Uto City
Okoshiki Coast

Mashiki Town 
Mashikirari
(Container mall)
BOX SQUARE

【Day2】【Day2】

Nearby tourist 
attractions
Nearby tourist 
attractions

Nearby tourist 
attractions
Nearby tourist 
attractions

Nearby tourist 
attractions
Nearby tourist 
attractions

Nearby tourist 
attractions
Nearby tourist 
attractions



At

Take a picture with the mandarin 
oranges planted next to Nami's 
statue (page 46).

You can take a picture of Franky's 
statue (page 44) from a lower 
diagonal angle to capture an 
image that makes it seem he is 
reaching into the sky. 

The statue of Usopp 
(page 42) with his left 
hand reaching up to 
the sky, his famous 
pose from ONE PIECE.

Robin’s statue (page 48) is also recommended 
for panoramic photography with the outer ring 
mountains (page 53) in the background.

Zoro's statue (page 50), which 
has a higher base than other 
statues, looks cool when shot 
from below.

Tawarayama Exchange 
Centre Moe no Sato 
sells Nami's mandarin 
orange ice cream 
parfait (¥700). Please 
try it when visiting the 
statue.

Take a break in the welcome area in the 
arrival lobby of Aso Kumamoto Airport, 
and then depart for the first statue!

Aso Panorama Line

Aso Kumamoto Airport 
Take pictures at the 
"ONE PIECE" welcome 
area and check your 
travel schedule!

About 6.2km/
about 10min

About 33km/
about 50min

About 18km/
about 30min

About 15km/
about 20min

About 20km/
about 45min

About 23km/
about 30min

About 8.3km/
about 15min

From Kumamoto City 
(Hotel)

Take a picture of 
Nami’s statue & 
enjoy sweets with 
Nami’s picture on them.

After taking a picture 
of Franky's statue, 
go to Usopp's 
statue via the 
Aso Panorama Line.

After taking pictures 
of Jinbe's statue, 
go to Kamishima via 
the Amakusa Pearl line.

Meet dolphins at 
Amakusa Pearl 
Garden Marine 
Aquarium Sea 
Donut &  have lunch

Visit churches, 
museums, and world 
heritage sites that tell 
the history of Hidden 
Christians

Visit the Amakusa 
Shiro Museum

Stay in Amakusa

After lunch at 
Uchinomaki Onsen, 
head towards 
Robin's statue.

Take pictures of 
Zoro's statue

Stay in Kumamoto City

The statue of the largest member of the 
crew, Jinbe (page 26), is impressive no 
matter how it's photographed. Don't 
forget to focus on the face as well.

Because pearl farming thrived here, 
the Amakusa Five Bridges, a route 
which connect large and small islands, 
is called the Amakusa Pearl Line.

Oe Tenshudo Church

Shake "hands" with dolphins at 
"Amakusa Pearl Garden & Marine 
Aquarium Sea Donut" (page 60)

Visit the white-walled church, typical 
of the Amakusa Christians. (page 61)

Amakusa Rosary 
Museum

Valuable items related 
to Amakusa Christians 
are on display (page 61)

Sakitsu Church
It is one of the heritage sites 
spread amongst 8 municipali-
ties including Nagasaki and 
Sasebo (page 61).

"Amakusa Shiro Museum" where 
you can learn about the situation at 
that time, including the "Shimabara 
Amakusa Rebellion” (page 60)

It is in the 100 best waterfalls in Japan ranking and has 
a drop of 60 metres. This is a view from the “Sugaru 
Falls Scenic Overlook" along National Route 57.

A hot spring town typical of 
Aso. The public hot spring tour 
called "Machiyu" is popular.

Aso City
Uchino
-maki 
Onsen

Minamiaso Village Sugaru Falls

Use a rental car from the airport and 
visit the sightseeing spots around 
Kumamoto Prefecture as well as the 
bronze statues.

A Kumamoto 
travel plan full of 
sightseeing spots

By car for 3 days and 2 nightsBy car for 3 days and 2 nights

Return trip from 
Aso Kumamoto Airport

【Day1】【Day1】

【Day2】【Day2】

Minamiaso Village 
Oaza Tateno 301-2 
(Sugaru Falls Collapse 
Observatory)
Free to visit
Free of charge
40 minutes by car 
from Kumamoto IC
Available

781 Ozato, Aso City, Kumamoto Prefecture
 (Aso Onsen Kanko Ryokan Cooperative)
0967-32-3330

About 20km/
about 40min

About 33km/
about 42min

About 5km/
about 10min

About 62km/ 
about 1 hour 
and 15 min

About 750m/ 
about 2 min

About 70km/ 
about 1 hour 
and 20 min

Nearby tourist 
attractions
Nearby tourist 
attractions



Departure from 
the hotel

Kumamoto Castle 
Tour & Lunch

Before heading to 
Luffy's statue, 
you can visit 
Kumamon Square. 

Take pictures of 
Chopper's statue

Take pictures of 
Brook's statue & 
visit the Mifune 
Town Dinosaur 
Museum

Aso Kumamoto 
Airport

After visiting 
Sanji's statue, 
go to the Shiken Fujin 
Memorial Museum.

You can see Kumamoto City 
from the top of the main keep, 
which was completely restored 
in 2021. The contrast of the 
castle's black and white colors 
is beautiful (page 32).

Luffy's statue with ginko trees 
aligned in the background makes 
beautiful pictures. (page 22)

Take many pictures of Chopper's 
adorable statue (page 24) from 
various angles and close ups. 

Brook’s statue (page 28) is 
photogenic no matter which 
angle it is shot from

Sanji's statue (page 30). Make 
sure to take pictures from the 
left to see his eyebrows clearly.

In the departure area, there are 
restaurants where you can enjoy 
Kumamoto's specialty foods and 
shops selling famous products.

This is Kumamon's base of activity. There is also 
information about tourism and local products. 

The achievements of the Yajima sisters and the four women who laid 
the foundation of today's gender-equal society are exhibited here.

Spinosaurus and allosaurus 
bones are on display.

About 50km/ 
about 1 hour 
and 15 min

About 5km/
about 20min

About 2.6km/
about 10min

About 10.3km/
about 22min

About 10km/
about 20min

About 4.2km/
about 10min

【Day3】【Day3】

Kumamoto Building 1st Floor, 
Tetoria, 8-2 Tetorihonmachi, 
Chuo-ku, Kumamoto City
096-327-9066
10:00 to 19:00　Open every day
Free of charge
17 minutes on foot from 
the city tram Suidocho
Available

995-6 Oaza Mifune, 
Mifune, Kamimashiki-gun
096-282-4051
9:00 to 17:00 (last entry 
at 16:30) Closed Monday 
(or the next day if it is a 
public holiday)　　¥500
Kyushu Sanko Bus, get off 
at Mifune Dinosaur Museum
Available

1250 Sugido, Mashiki, 
Kamimashiki-gun
096-286-4959
9:30-16:30　Closed Monday 
(or the next day if it is a 
holiday)　　　¥200
20 minutes by car 
from Koike Takayama IC
Available

Kumamoto City Kumamon Square

Mifune Town
Mifune Dinosaur 
Museum

Mashiki Town Shiken Fujin Memorial Museum
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